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     Final Exam Review

1.    Lennie’s mouse died because

2.   Carlson wants to shoot Candy’s dog because

3.    Crooks speaks to Lennie about things he knows Lennie can’t understand because

4.    Who kills Curley’s wife?

5.    Lennie’s visions in the final chapter express his


6..
How does Lennie die?

Recognizing Literary Elements and Techniques

Complete each with the best term from the following list: 


atmosphere
 external conflict
 foreshadowing
 setting

 symbol


7.
Rabbits become Lennie’s and George’s dreams for their future. 

                      
The rabbits represent which literary element?


8.
The location of the story, Salinas River in California, represents which literary element?


9.
Which literary element is represented by the peace and quiet that begins the final chapter?


10.
Which literary technique is represented by the death of Lennie’s mouse?


11.
Crooks’s struggle with the racism of the ranch workers is an example of which literary element?

          Essay


12.
The novel’s title, Of Mice and Men, is a reference to a poem by the Scottish poet Robert Burns. Translated into modern English, the line reads, “The best laid plans of mice and men often go astray.” Explain the plans that George and Lennie make. Describe what happens to their plans, and why.


13.
Explain how Steinbeck gives dignity to characters who live on the edge of society. Discuss at least one major character and one minor character. Support your ideas with specific details from the novel.


14.
Some critics argue that Lennie and George are noble, tragic characters; other critics see them as merely pathetic. On one side, the New York Drama Critics’ Circle praised Steinbeck “for his refusal to make this study of tragical loneliness and frustration either cheap or sensational.” On the other side, a critic of the book argued, “Violence without tragedy; that is the weakness of this book....George is no more than pathetic.” Respond to these quotations, arguing whether or not Of Mice and Men is a tragic novel.


Of Mice and Men

           Answer Section

          MULTIPLE CHOICE


1.
C
 Lennie crushed it by petting it too hard.

2.
D 
the dog is old, suffering, and smells bad.

3.
A
 he knows Lennie won’t tell anyone else.


4.
D
 Lennie

5.
A 
guilt about being a burden to George.


6.
B 
George shoots him.

              SHORT ANSWER


7.
symbol


8.
setting


9.
atmosphere


10.
foreshadowing


11.
external conflict

           ESSAY


12.
Easy  Students should explain how Lennie and George dream of living “offa the fat o’ the lan” by ranching, farming, and raising rabbits and other animals. Their plans are ruined when Lennie accidentally kills Curley’s wife. George kills Lennie to prevent him from being imprisoned or worse.


13.
Average  Students should explain how George and Lennie dream of having their own place, an independent and self-sufficient life, and personal freedom. They work hard, keep each other company, and protect each other. Candy’s dignity is shown in his love for his dog. Slim’s dignity is shown through his compassion and understanding of George’s pain as well as his kindness toward Lennie.


14.
Challenging  Students who see the novel as tragic should supply evidence of the characters’ nobility, as shown through their dignity, strong moral code, and hard work. Those who see the characters as merely pathetic can describe George’s cruelty toward Lennie and the story’s violent ending.

